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avoid the appearance even of introducing a discordant
element of conviviality into proceedings which can only
cease to be melancholy at the price of becoming horrible ;
but even if the difficulty of drawing the line should be con-
sidered so serious as to render this part of our correspondent’s
proposal impracticable, there can be no reason for refusing
even to the most disconsolate of mourners the other amenities
of which he speaks. 

-

THE MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION.

THE annual meeting of the Union is to be held
to-day (Friday), at 5 P.M., at 429, Strand, London.
Seldom has any medical society of the kind, with defensive
purposes, had such a good year’s work to show. We shall
not anticipate the details which will be read in the report.
But they are most instructive. They constitute not only
an ample justification of the existence of the Union, but a
powerful argument to every member of the profession to
become a member of it. It is surprising to see the ease
and frequency with which charges are trumped up against
medical men, and the way in which they dissolve and

disappear under the bold challenge of the Union. The

Birmingham cases alone entitle the Union to the praise
and thanks of the profession. The examining and licensing
bodies should take some shame to themselves when

they see, as here, the record of the doings of a young body
doing such effective work in the punishment of pretenders
and in the defence of injured medical men. It is gratifying
to find that the number of members in the year has risen
from 442 to 834, and that the Guarantee Fund shows a con-
siderable augmentation. No medical man is proof againet t
frivolous and unprincipled threats of litigation, but his
case would be a bad one if the firm defence of this Union
did not discourage his enemies.

HOSPITAL APPOINTMENTS IN DUBLIN.

THE Freeman’s Journctl argues in favour of the appoint-
ment of a Roman Catholic to a vacancy in the medical staff
of Mercer’s Hospital, on the grounds that though the
vast majority of the population is Catholic, there is
not one of that creed on the staff; secondly, that
the greater number of the patients are necessarily
Catholics; thirdly, that the corporation gives E300 annually.
It would be treason to Catholic patients to give them an
inferior physician simply because he was of the same faith
as themselves. Their religious interests are supposed to be
secured by the chaplain. It is, moreover, a delicate, not to
say an unjustifiable, proceeding, to introduce sectarian
considerations into the question of medical appointments.
It is obvious that none of our brethren should suffer any
professional disability or disadvantage on account of their
creed. 

___

CHEMISTRY AND ITS RELATION TO MEDICINE.

AMONG the remarkable developments of medical science
in recent years is the important position assigned to

chemical discoveries and theories, and their relation to

practical medicine. For many years the aphorism of

Boerhaave, "Chymia egregia ancilla medicinse, non alia
pejor domina," defined the position chemistry ought to

hold in its relationship towards scientific medicine-an

aphorism which in more recent times has received point
and force from the ridicule cast upon chemical theories

by the teaching of Graves and Trousseau. Now, how-
ever, chemistry promises to play once more a dominant
part in the medical theories and speculations of the day,
and, under more competent guidance than was possible
when the aphorism was originally launched against the
iatro-chemists of the seventeenth century, will, it is to be
hoped, avoid the errors of the past, and solve many impor-

tant problems urgently requiring elucidation. As evidence
of this reaction in favour of chemical speculation we need
only point to the chemical investigations being carried on at
the present time in physiology, pathology, pharmacology,
and in clinical medicine, and to the large sums expended in
almost every school on increased laboratory accommo-
dation, to say nothing of the new laboratories con-

structed on the Embankment at great expense by the
Conjoint Board of the Royal Colleges of Physicians and
Surgeons, and which will shortly be opened for original
research. With this resumption of activity in the domain
of medical science, the teaching of elementary chemistry
assumes an importance not hitherto accorded it. For
a sound and efficient training in the principles of both

physics and chemistry will be an essential equip-
ment of the student of the future if he is to-

understand the facts that chemical research has to put
before him throughout his professional career. These
remarks have seemed necessary, since there is, we believe,
a disposition to relegate the teaching of elementary
chemistry to a more inferior position than it even now holds.
in the medical curriculum. Such a step would be dis-

astrous, and would be utterly retrograde. For if, during:
the many years that chemistry was but little regarded as.
an auxiliary to medicine, it formed one of the essentiat
features of our examinations, now that a more extended
knowledge of the subject is required for the new departure
chemistry has taken as applied to medicine, it would be"
absurd to reduce the elementary teaching to what a sixth-
form boy could pick up during his last half-year at school.

THE REVOLVER NUISANCE AGAIN.

THERE are signs that courts of law are disposed to view
with increasing disfavour the imported custom of carrying
revolvers. In our issue of Nov. 30th we noticed the sugges-
tion by a well-known judge that some legislative measure-
should be employed to control this useless habit. A few

days ago a coroner’s jury returned a verdict of manslaughter
against a boy who in play pointed a revolver at a young
girl, with, need we add, the usual fatal consequences. This.

weapon, in truth, has long since become a public nuisance.
It finds its way, as in the case above cited, into the most
reckless and inexperienced hands; and, curiously enough, is.
but seldom heard of in this country except as a cause of
mischief. These facts are sufficient to justify our strongly-
expressed and repeated opinion that this objectionable.
pocket companion is for most of those who carry it a need-
less and a dangerous encumbrance. To regulate and register
its ownership by a reasonably heavy tax is therefore no.

more than a duty incumbent on the legislature.

UNMUZZLED DOGS.

A POINT of some interest in connexion with the recent,

dog muzzling order was raised the other day at the City
Summons Court. In two separate instances a carman was.
charged with having upon his van a watch dog without a.
muzzle. The employersin both cases appeared to be under the
impression that a van, being private property, did not come-
within the meaning of the order. Sir J. W. Ellis, the
presiding judge, took a different view, though he dismissed
both cases with an admonition, in consideration of the evident
misunderstanding and certain unusual circumstances con-
nected with it. He was careful to assert that cases of this.
kind could not be regarded as exceptions to the ordinary rule.
A dog on a van in the thoroughfare was in a public place.
His power for mischief was not materially altered by the
fact that he was tied with a string unless he were also
muzzled, and the muzzle must therefore be used. This
decision is only in keeping with common sense and sanitary
necessity. If an animal admittedly liable to rabies is


